am beginning than the splendid instrument wherewith the
Preface is traced ? What could more happily typify the
combination of parts, each perfect in itself when separately
considered, yet all connected into one harmonious whole;
the story running through like the stem or back-bone, which
the episodes and digressions fringe like so many featherlets,
leading up to that catastrophe, the gem or eye-star, for
which the whole was formed, and in which all terminate.
They who are versed in the doctrine of sympathies and
the arcana of correspondences as revealed to the Swedish
Emanuel, will doubtless admire the instinct or inspiration
which directed my choice to the pavonian Pen. The
example should be followed by all consumers of ink and
quill. Then would the lover borrow a feather from the
turtle dove. The lawyer would have a large assortment of
kite, hawk, buzzard and vulture: his clients may use pigeon
or  gull.    Poets  according to  their varieties.   Mr.------,
the Tom Tit.   Mr.------, the Water-wagtail.  Mr.------, the
Crow. Mr.------, the Mocking-bird. Mr.------, the Mag-
pie. Mr.------, the Sky-lark. Mr.------, the Eagle. Mr.
------, the Swan.   Lord ------, the Black Swan.   Critics
some the Owl, others the Butcher Bird. Your challenger
must indite with one from the wing of a game cock: he who
takes advantage of a privileged situation to offer the wrong
and shrink from the atonement will find a white feather.
Your dealers in public and private scandal, whether Jaco-
bins or Anti-Jacobins, the pimps and panders of a profligate
press, should use none but duck feathers, and those of the
dirtiest that can be found in the purlieus of Pimlico or St.
George's Fields. But for the Editor of the Edinburgh Re-
view, whether he dictates in morals or in taste, or displays
his peculiar talent in political prophecy, he must continue
to use goose quills. Stick to the goose, Mr. Jeffrey; while
you live, stick to the Goose !